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Most Improved Awards

Editorial Quality

Judge Number One

For the most part, the content is interesting and easy to read.  The topics are great for a student newsletter.  I love that you’re featuring stories from graduates who are relating their education to their careers.  All too often, it’s hard to see how that education will stack up while you’re in the thick of it!  

The “Great Conference Opportunities” matrix in November 2002 was great!  I’m going to have to suggest that to my chapter’s editor!

Judge Number Two

The content of the magazine is well-balanced with and STC/professional tech writer perspective and a student perspective. Inclusion of Director-Sponsor report to show what’s going on with STC is a nice touch (November 2002).

Many articles contained useful resources, ranging from reviews (such as Holly Kamp’s in November 2002) to the “Accidental Tourist” article that provided a good breakdown of who’s who and what’s what for new students. Useful Web sites also appeared in “Networking 101,” (the reprint from the Alamo Chapter newsletter). This shows good planning by editor on useful content.

Meeting notices were well-placed and easy to find. Good for encouraging more participation!

Active language, friendly, approachable tone made the newsletter a solid read. Good community feel also apparent in various articles.

Overall, “The Spur” is thoughtfully put together. It’s a professional-looking newsletter with a clean and consistent look. Nice job!

Judge Number Three

No comments

Design and Delivery

Judge Number One

In general this is an attractive newsletter.  

Your layout is fairly consistent from issue to issue, which is a good thing.  One can view these newsletters and become comfortable with them and know they are a family.  The alternating use of 2 and 3 column layouts looks sharp!  I like newsletters that do that because it livens it up a little bit.  But you do it so that it’s not distracting.  Excellent!

Judge Number Two

The “Spur” name and the image of the spur in the newsletter’s name provide a good, fun identity for the newsletter.

The layout tweaks made to the November and December issues really enhanced the look of the publication such as removing the heavy rule that appeared at the top of October pages and using a running footer for page number, date, student chapter Web site. Another improvement, The “STC – Designing for the future of Technical Communication” box, provides an identity to STC.

Overall, the layout was well-balanced and easy to follow, especially with the one-article-per-page format.

Strong elements for aiding readability were used: callout boxes, bulleted lists, ragged right margins, pull quotes, and white space. These elements made for many well-balanced pages.

Specific smart touches: The “Check page 6” box, on fron page of November 2002. Another strong element: The table format on page 6 for “Great Conference Opportunities.” Clever idea for creating a quick reference for readers; the table also added punch to the layout of the newsletter.

Good decision to thank people (“Thank you Tiffany!,” October 2002, p. 5) in a special way. Such graciousness adds to personality of newsletter. The Editor’s Edict column also helps to drive the friendly, approachable tone of the newsletter, as did the president’s column. It’s always important to have both elements consistently in a newsletter. (But sometimes it can be difficult to pull off, so nice job for having both columns [by either the president or vice president] in these three issues!)

Judge Number Three

No comments
Statistical Evaluation 

Judge AB

Good representation of fundamental elements

Good use of and variety in recommended topics
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